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WELCOME! New to our community? We're so happy 

you joined us this weekend and we'd love to have you 

worship with us regularly. Come discover the peace 

that comes from following our Lord Jesus.  

      COLLABORATIVE NEWS & EVENTS                                                               APRIL 21, 2019                                                   

     “For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when 
we made known to you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty.” This line from St. Peter’s Second Letter 
reminds us that those who walked with our Lord in life 
and witnessed first hand his passion, death, and 
resurrection were aware that what they experienced 
would be difficult for others to accept.  In fact, if one 
were trying to spread fanciful stories, it is likely that 
some of the details relayed in the Gospel would be 
different in order to increase its marketability to the 
people of the day.  For instance, some say that a 
“cleverly devised” story would not include the fact that 
Mary Magdalene was the first recorded witness to the 
resurrection, but rather someone more notable and 
credible in that culture.  But the facts are facts; and  
St. Peter’s appeal has the ring of one who is sincerely 
committed to what he knows to be true. 
    Today we have the same dilemma as those who 
listened to St. Peter in person.  We are presented with 
an event that seems incredible in our highly skeptical 
culture: God has come among us, and for our eternal 
communion with him, He died and rose for our sake.  
We have more in common with St. Peter’s audience 
than we think.  He was writing to a particular 
missionary church that was straying from its original 
evangelization by the apostles who had passed on 
directly what they learned from Jesus.  More alarming 
to St. Peter was the lifestyle promoted by scoffers of 
the resurrection, which contradicted the Gospel: the 
teachings of our Lord for our happiness as well as our 
salvation. 
    We can take confidence in the fact that not much 
has changed in 2000 years.  God wants us to choose 
what (or who, more specifically) is at the center of our 
lives.  This is not to be difficult, but because love is a 
choice, it must not be coerced-- or it is not love.  
Of course, that doesn’t mean to choose Christ is to 
oppose reason, but only to realize what it means that 
He rose from the dead that first Easter morning. 
    New life is the victor over death.  The joy of Easter 
is that each of us has been offered that life, but we 
must trust the words of those who were its witness and 
guardian. 
 

May Our Lord richly bless your Easter, and 
may you know His life at the center of yours!  

“Imagine for a moment that we are living in 
Jesus’ time and He has invited us to visit with 
Him and spend some quiet time getting to 
know Him better. Being aware of who He was, 
we would be humbled and honored by such an 

invitation. The good news is that Jesus is here with us 
TODAY - body, blood, soul and divinity".  
- Mother Teresa's Reflection/St. Daniels Church 
 
Join us for an evening of Eucharistic Adoration, 
Confessions, and Evening Prayer. 
1st & 3rd Thursdays of the month from 6 - 7 pm in  
St. Lucy Church  
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SUNDAY, APRIL 21  
• AA Meeting 7:00 pm St. Lucy Lower Church Hall  
 
MONDAY, APRIL 22 
• Commission to Assist our Brothers and Sisters 

in Need Meeting 9:30 am St. Monica House 
• Rosary Prayer Group 6:00 pm St. Monica Chapel 
 
TUESDAY, APRIL 23 
• Ultreya 7:00 pm St. Lucy Church 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24 
• Al-Anon Meeting 10:00 am St. Lucy School House 
• Prayer and Study 10:00 am St. Monica House 
• Friendship Club 1:00 pm St. Monica House 
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 25  
• AA Meeting 6:30 pm St. Lucy School House 
• Choir Rehearsal 6:30 pm St. Monica Church 
• Finance Council 7:00 pm St. Lucy School House 
 
FRIDAY, APRIL 26 
• Adoration beginning after the 8:15 am Mass until 

5:30 pm St. Monica Chapel 
• AA Meeting 10:00 am St. Lucy Lower Hall  
• Confessions 4:30 - 5:30 pm St. Monica Chapel 
 
SATURDAY, APRIL 27 
• Faith and Fitness 8 - 9 am St. Lucy School House 
• First Communion 10:00 am St. Monica Church  
• Confessions 3:00 - 3:45 pm  
     St. Monica Chapel & St. Lucy Church 
• Choir Rehearsal 3:15 pm St. Lucy Church 
 
NEXT SUNDAY, APRIL 28 
• Catholic Lending Library after the 9:30 am Mass 

St. Monica Church 
• Divine Mercy Sunday Celebration 2:15 pm  
     St. Monica Church 
• AA Meeting 7:00 pm St. Lucy Lower Church Hall  
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PRAYER CORNER 

Please pray for  
Shannon   

If you have someone to pray for who is in grave need, 
please call the office and we will add their name in the 
bulletin for a month.   

Vacation Bible School 
Save the Date. July 29th - August 2nd 

 
Vacation Bible School is a fun and friendly environment 
where young people, aged 4-11, learn about their faith 
through games, songs, prayer, and other activities.  
Days run from 9:00am-12pm. $25/child; $40/2 children; 
$45/3 children (maximum per family)  
For more information, reserve your spot, or to volunteer, 
please contact Annette at kmjksmom@aol.com 

If you have any questions, please contact Bonnie Doherty 
at (978) 270 - 3366 or bonnieocds@gmail.com.  
To quickly register for Formed, please go to 
methuencatholic.formed.org.  
We encourage you to extend an invitation to family and 
friends. Access Code for our parishes: 9772VM 

St. Vincent de Paul Society YES I CAN PROGRAM  
We are in need of canned beans, pancake mix and 
syrup, spaghetti sauce, Hamburger Helper, and canned 
soups. Donations can be dropped off anytime in the 
baskets located at the entrances to both churches.   

Starting this Monday, April 22nd, our Rosary Prayer 
Group will meet every Monday at 6 p.m. in  
Saint Monica’s Chapel instead of every other Monday. 
All are welcome. Any questions call Tom Grella 978-423
-0631 or Elizabeth Hatem 978-688-4766. 

Spring Plant Sale 
Saturday, May 4th after the 
4:00 PM Mass and Sunday, 
May 5th after the 7:30 AM, 
9:30 AM and 11:30 AM 
Masses.  

All proceeds are used for scholarships for 8th grade 
students going to Catholic High Schools. 

ST. MONICA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

        Thank You! 
 
Thank you Texas Roadhouse in 
Methuen for your weekly donation of 
salads to our Lenten suppers.   
Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  
Fridays beginning after the 8:15 am Mass 
until 5:30 pm in St. Monica Chapel  
1st & 3rd Thursdays of the month  
6:00 - 7:00 pm St. Lucy Church  
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  
Fridays 4:30 - 5:30pm St. Monica Chapel    
Saturdays 3:00 - 3:45pm  
St. Monica Chapel & St. Lucy Church 
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month  
6:00 - 7:00 pm St. Lucy Church     
and any time by appointment 

DAILY MASS  

MON, TUE, & WED 8:00 am St. Lucy   

THURS & FRI 8:15 am St. Monica  

SAT  8:00 am St. Monica  

WEEKEND   

SAT 4:00 pm (Vigil) both parishes   

SUN 7:30am St. Monica,  9:00am St. Lucy, 

9:30 am St. Monica,  11:00 am St. Lucy, 

and 11:30 am Monica 

PARISH OFFICES 254 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA  
(978) 683-1193 or (978) 686-3311  |  St. Vincent de Paul: (978) 686 - 9573 
methuencatholic@gmail.com  |  www.methuencatholic.org 
www.facebook.com/methuencatholic/ 
Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30am - 4:30pm 
 
St. Monica School 212 Lawrence St., Methuen | (978) 686-1801  
smsoffice@methuencatholic.org |  www.methuencatholic.org/school 
 
STAFF 
 
Fr. Darin Colarusso          Pastor 
Fr. Joseph D’Onofrio        Parochial Vicar            
Deacon John Pierce     Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John Kobrenski  Permanent Deacon 
Kera Mansour                Business Manager 
Carolyn Leocata               Administrative Assistant 
Isabela Peixoto                Communications Associate 
Donna Henderson           St. Monica School Principal  
Sharon Tully                 St. Monica School Administrative Assistant 
Karl Jackson        Director of Faith Formation  
Mark Forrester                 Confirmation Coordinator  
Eric Berthiaume               Music Director - St. Monica     
Sharon Waning                Choir Director/Lead Cantor - St. Lucy 
Kevin Fitzgerald               Facilities Manager (St. Lucy) & RCIA Coordinator 

BULLETIN DEADLINE: Mondays at 10 a.m.  
Please email all bulletin notices to methuencatholicnews@gmail.com 

BAPTISMS Please call the parish office. 
St. Monica Parish: 1st Sunday of the month 1:00pm   
St. Lucy Parish: 3rd Sunday of the Month 1:00pm 

MARRIAGES Please call the Parish Offices at least six months prior to  
the proposed wedding date and before booking a reception hall. 

Tuesday, April 23, 2019 

(Every 4th Tuesday of the Month) 

7:00 – 8:30 PM 

St. Lucy Church Hall 

 

All St. Lucy and St. Monica parishioners are invited 

to take part in a monthly Ultreya. This Spanish word 

means “Onward!” “Persevere!”  “Hang in There!”   

- words of encouragement to each other as we 

travel on life’s journey. 

Ultreya this month will begin with Liturgy and 

singing and includes voluntary sharing in small, 

intimate, and confidential groups, fellowship, and 

refreshments that signify Christian hospitality. 

Our guest speaker this month is our dear friend 

Jackie Calobrisi who has been invited to offer a 

personal witness of what life was like before Cursillo 

and how it is now after the Cursillo experience.  

Come support our dear friend! 

Please feel free to invite a friend to join you! 

ST. LUCY & ST. MONICA ULTREYA  
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        Readings for the week of April 21, 2019 

Sunday:           Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17,  

                      22-23 [24]/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/ 

                      Jn 20:1-9 or Lk 24:1-12 or Lk 24:13-35 

Monday:          Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7- 

                      8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Mt 28:8-15 

Tuesday:         Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and  

                      22 [5b]/Jn 20:11-18 

Wednesday:    Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9  

                      [3b]/Lk 24:13-35 

Thursday:        Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9  

                      [2ab]/Lk 24:35-48 

Friday:             Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118: 1-2 and 4, 22-24,  

                      25-27a [22]/Jn 21:1-14 

Saturday:         Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab,  

                      16-18, 19-21 [21a]/Mk 16:9-15 

Next Sunday:    Acts 5:12-16/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24  

                      [1]/Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19/Jn 20:19-31 
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Next Sunday, The Catholic Lending 
Library will be available for free lending 
of books/DVDs in the back of the 

church after the 9:30 am Mass. Books and DVDs 
may be returned at any time in the “return” 
basket also located in the back of the church.  

 
 
 
THURSDAY, APRIL 25 
8:15 am     Ida Lazzara 
FRIDAY, APRIL 26 
8:15 am     Dick Doherty  
SATURDAY, APRIL 27 
8:00 am     James M. Hourihan  
                  Lucien Jutras and Melina Cormier  
10:00 am   For the children receiving  
                  First Holy Communion 
4:00 pm     Living and deceased members  
                  of the Frappier and Plourde Families   
SUNDAY, APRIL 28 
7:30 am     People of St. Monica and  
                  St. Lucy Parishes  
9:30 am     Dominick Delgazio Sr. 
                  Joseph Rapazzo 
                  F. Deshaies 
                  Charles Booth Jr. 
                  Manuel & Fernanda Cordeiro  
                  Bruce M. Goodnow 
                  Jeanette and Philip Hamel 
                  George Abdulla  
                  Nancy Tardif  
                  Marguerite Mullin  
11:30am    Antoinette and Nemetallah Khalife   

have been donated in loving memory of   
Theresa A. Rickley  

Maria Arasi 
 

If you would like to honor a loved one and 
support our activities, for a donation of $10, 
we'll purchase a rose and place it in the vase 
before the statue of the Blessed Mother for a 
week. Please contact the parish office for more 
information. 

ROSES FOR LIFE 

St. Monica School  
Early Childhood Program Open House 
Saturday, May 4th  9:00 - 11:00 AM 

Tickets to St. Monica School's 60th Anniversary Gala will be 
available after some of the Masses on weekends before the 
event. If you are looking for tickets and they are not sold at 
the Mass you attend, please contact the school office and we 
will be happy to get the tickets to you. Tickets are $50 per 
person. You may also get together to purchase a table at the 
Gala if you want to sit with friends. A table of 10 is $500. 

Join us to learn about our fantastic 
program and opportunities for your 3 and 

4 year olds and kindergarteners.  
For more information please call the 

school office at 978-686-1801. 

      ST. MONICA PARISH                                                          ST. MONICA SCHOOL  

The Easter collection this weekend is for the 
Clergy Benefit Trust. There is only one 
collection next weekend, our Regular Sunday 
Offering. Thank you for your generous 
contribution to the mission of our parish.  O

F
F
E

R
T

O
R

Y
 

810 Merrimack Ave., Dracut 
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MONDAY, APRIL 22 
 8:00 am  Manny Gianni and 
                Christine Gianni Eldridge   
TUESDAY, APRIL 23 
8:00 am  Nicholas and Linda Ciambella  
7:00 pm  Ultreya Mass   
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24 
8:00 am  Gerardo and Mattia D’Andrea                     
               Vincent Minicucci  
SATURDAY, APRIL 27 

4:00 pm  Richard T. Muraco  
SUNDAY, APRIL 28 

9:00 am  George and Gloria Colizzi  
               Fred and Irene Leocata  
11:00am Richard Prue  
               Laura York 
               Paul C. Burke 
               Walter Cheltowski 
               Sarina Iacobello 
               Patricia Boil 
               Ann Brennan  

The Easter collection this weekend is for the Clergy Benefit 
Trust. There is only one collection next weekend, our Regular 
Sunday Offering. Thank you for your generous contribution to 
the mission of our parish.  

 O
F

F
E

R
T

O
R

Y
 

      ST. LUCY PARISH                                                                        APRIL 21, 2019                                                                      

 

The St. Lucy Men's Guild invites everyone to 
break their Lenten fast at an Ice Cream Sundae 
Party in the church hall immediately following 
the Easter Vigil Mass. 

Our next Sodality meeting is Sunday, May 19th with the Crowning 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary at the 9:00am Mass.  
Dates to remember: 
Morning of Reflection:  May 4 
Sodality May Brunch:   May 5 
Commitment Sunday:  June 9  
We are a Sodality dedicated to the Blessed Mother in service to 
our parish and our community. 
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“God is Love” 1 John 4:8

The Catholic Cemetery Association

Shouldn’t your family be protected?

Our ministry includes assisting families before a 
death occurs. Call today for your free pre-planning 

kit including: our free booklet, money saving certificate, 
information on payment plans and specific information 
on our local Catholic Cemeteries.

Call Today . 781-322-6300

24/7 Towing & Recovery 
www.RGATIRE.com

(603) 898-9077 
(603) 505-7671

978-674-7035
217 Merrimack St., Methuen

Monument Sales  •  Cemetery Lettering

    C
Colizzi 

Memorials, Inc.

FAST CASH FOR YOUR HOME
Any Size Big Or Small | Any Condition We Buy Them All

✔ House Needs Repairs
✔ No Home Inspection
✔  Close In as Few as 5 Days

781-819-5100 | www.GarmourGroup.com

✔ Downsizing
✔ Life Transition
✔ Inherited Property

As Seen OnCall NOW for a  
FREE Evaluation 

of Your Home

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

www.rosariesfromflowers.com

978.686.3838

123braces.com

Merrimack Valley
Orthodontics
Joseph P. Giordano, DMD 

Samantha R. Bogle, DMD 

100 Amesbury St., Lawrence, MA 01840

Complimentary 
Exam

Doctors Center  - 

Beautiful, Healthy Smiles for Children, Teens & Adults

Celebrating 50 years
of practicing practical law

DiFruscia
Law O�  ces

Call us Today 978-687-1777

Serving Clients in Massachusetts
and New Hampshire for 50 years

www.difruscialaw.com

Family Law
Personal Injury

Estate Planning
Criminal Defense

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

TO ENCOURAGE. TO INSPIRE.
Boston Priests Answer the Call .

Please support our priests who have been there for us. 
See Hector’s inspirational story at clergytrust.org.

SPECIAL EASTER COLLEC TION
Supports our priests in good standing

	

		 			 	

Our Church, 
      Our Faith,  

 Our 
Cemeteries 

T he  Catho l ic  Ce me te ry  
As s o c ia t io n o f  the  Arc hdio c e s e  o f  

B o s to n 
 
 
 

For a free copy of our 
 Catholic Family Pre-Planning Guide as well 
as more information regarding the ministry 
and services of our Catholic Cemeteries, 

Providing a place of  
peace in our faith.  

	

		 			 	

Our Church, 
      Our Faith,  

 Our 
Cemeteries 

T he  Catho l ic  Ce me te ry  
As s o c ia t io n o f  the  Arc hdio c e s e  o f  

B o s to n 
 
 
 

For a free copy of our 
 Catholic Family Pre-Planning Guide as well 
as more information regarding the ministry 
and services of our Catholic Cemeteries, 

Providing a place of  
peace in our faith.  

Our Church, Our Faith,
Our Cemeteries

The Catholic Cemetery Association of 
the Archdiocese of Boston, Inc.

For a free copy of our 
Catholic Family Pre-Planning Guide as well as 
more information regarding the ministry and 

services of our Catholic Cemeteries, 
please call 781-322-6300

www.ccemetery.org
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978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery
300 Merrimack St. • Methuen

Mon  – Fri: 8:30 am – 7pm | Sat: 9am – 3pm | 978.552.1700 |
30 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA 01844 | ConlinsPharmacy.com

Serving 
Generations 

of Healthy 
Families

Weekly & Monthly Rentals of
Home Safety and Mobility Products

•PilotAd2_4_14 2014_Layout 1  4/14/14  4:19 PM  Page 1

Mary Immaculate Health/Care Services
Catholic Healthcare and Related Services 

for Older Adults
172 Lawrence Street, Lawrence

978-685-6321 • www.mihcs.com

Kenneth H. Pollard 
Funeral Home, Inc.

233 Lawrence St., Methuen

978-687-7300

our Family 
Helping Your Family

pollardfuneralhome.com

Dick’s
& APPLIANCES

SALES & SERVICE

TV

284 Main Street - Rte 97
Salem NH 03079
Rick Dube
978-683-9000

480 Jackson St.
Methuen, MA 01844
978-686-3906
CedarViewRehab.com

A New & Proud Member of 
MARQUIS HEALTH SERVICES

RATED 4 STARS BY THE CMS

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

KB Auto Cleaning has 
merged with AutoSpa

978-682-7083
10 Commerce Way, N. Andover

BANKRUPTCY • REAL ESTATE 
ESTATE PLANNING • PERSONAL INJURY

 www.zannipescelaw.com
Free Consultation | 978-557-9700

We make it easy 
to hear again.

Georgetown Bradford

NewEnglandHearingCare.com
978.378.3207

Newburyport

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Most Insurances Accepted

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 

OPEN ALL YEAR.
SERVING LUNCH & DINNER.

Authentic Lebanese & American Cuisine 
From Chef Antoine Asmar

PUBLIC WELCOME!

Sandtrap Bar & Grille
at Merrimack Valley Golf Club

sandtrapbarandgrille.com
978-683-7771

210 Howe Street, Methuen MA

YOU BREAK IT, WE FIX IT ANY TYPE 
OF ELECTRONICS EQUIPMENT
2 Charles St. / Methuen / MA 01844

978.747.4154
978.686.1440

978-258-1457
www.bella� ore.salon

226 Merrimack Street
Methuen, MA 01844

Lawn Maintenance 
Spring Leaf Cleanup

Walkways, Driveways, Yards

Methuen Area 
Call Alex 
Parishioner 

978-557-1029

FreitasRealtyTeam.com
Office locations in Lowell, Milford 

North Andover & Cambridge
Joe Freitas, 978-790-6826 
Joe@JFreitasRealty.com

Sandra Freitas, 978-376-7309 
sandrafreitas613@gmail.com

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771


