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   ST. MONICA PARISH     
   212 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA 

ST. LUCY PARISH 
254 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 

 
RENEW, REBUILD, AND REACH OUT: DISCIPLES IN HEARTFELT COMMUNION WITH JESUS CHRIST  



      HIGHLIGHTS                                                                                                   MARCH 29, 2020 

Update: 
• Our Parish Offices are closed until further notice. 
 
• All sacramental ministry has been suspended except ministry to the dying. If you have 

an emergency for the Sacrament of the Sick, please call the office (978) 683-1193 extension 
40. 

 
• Public Daily and Sunday Masses have been suspended until further notice. However, we are 

filming private Daily and Sunday Mass. Please like our Facebook page, follow us on Instagram, 
or subscribe to our YouTube channel to watch them. 

 
• All public Masses have been replaced with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with no more 

than 10 people in both churches.  
 
• St. Lucy Church and Gethsemane Chapel are open all day for prayer. Note: The Chapel is 

closed from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm to film Daily Mass.   
 
• All offertory envelopes can be mailed to the office (254 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 

01844). Alternatively we encourage you to sign up for electronic giving.  

The pamphlets to pray 
the Divine Mercy Novena 
and Chaplet which starts 
on Good Friday, April 10th 
and ends on Divine Mercy 
Sunday, April 19th, can be 
found on the display racks 
at the entrances of  
St. Monica and St. Lucy 
Churches, and in 
Gethsemane Chapel. 



     HIGHLIGHTS                                                                                                 MARCH 29, 2020 

  CANCELLED 



The coronavirus and 
sitting quietly in a 
room alone 
By Bishop Robert Barron  

Blaise Pascal said, "All of humanity's 

problems stem from man's inability to 
sit quietly in a room alone." The great 
17th-century philosopher thought that 
most of us, most of the time, distract 
ourselves from what truly matters 
through a series of divertissements 
(diversions). He was speaking from 
experience. Though one of the 
brightest men of his age and one of 
the pioneers of the modern physical 
sciences and of computer technology, 
Pascal frittered away a good deal of his 
time through gambling and other trivial 
pursuits. In a way, he knew, such 
diversions are understandable, since 
the great questions -- Does God exist? 
Why am I here? Is there life after 
death? -- are indeed overwhelming. 
But if we are to live in a serious and 
integrated way, they must be 
confronted -- and this is why, if we 
want our most fundamental problems 
to be resolved, we must be willing to 
spend time in a room alone.  
 
This Pascalian mot has come to my 
mind a good deal in recent days as our 
entire country goes into shutdown 
mode due to the coronavirus. Shopping 
malls, movie theaters, restaurants, 
school campuses, sports stadiums, 
airports, etc. -- the very places where 
we typically seek out fellowship or 
divertissements -- are all emptying out. 
This is obviously good from the 
standpoint of physical health, but I 
wonder whether we might see it as 
something very good for our 
psychological and spiritual health as 
well. Perhaps, we could all think of this 
time of semi-quarantine as an 
invitation to some monastic 
introspection, some serious 
confrontation with the questions that 
matter -- some purposeful sitting alone 
in a room. 
 
Might I make a few suggestions in 
regard to our retreat? Get out your 
Bible and read one of the Gospels in its 
entirety -- perhaps the Gospel of 

Matthew, which we are using for 
Sunday Mass this liturgical year. Read 
it slowly, prayerfully; use a good 
commentary if that helps. Or practice 
the ancient art that has been 
recommended warmly by the last 
several popes -- namely, "lectio 
divina." This "divine reading" of the 
Bible consists in four basic steps: 
lectio, meditatio, oratio, and 
contemplatio. First, read the scriptural 
text carefully; second, pick out one 
word or one passage that specially 
struck you, and then mediate on it, 
like a ruminating animal chewing on 
its cud; third, speak to God, telling 
him how your heart was moved by 
what you read; fourth and finally, 
listen to the Lord, discerning what he 
speaks back to you. Trust me, the 
Bible will spring to life when you 
approach it through this method. 
 
Or read one of the spiritual classics 
during this time of imposed isolation. 
Keep in mind that, prior to the rise of 
the physical sciences, the best and 
brightest people in our Western 
intellectual tradition entered the fields 
of philosophy, theology, and 
spirituality. One of the dark sides of 
our post-Enlightenment culture is a 
general forgetfulness of the 
astonishing richness produced by 
generations of brilliant spiritual 
teachers. So take up St. Augustine's 
"Confessions," preferably in Maria 
Boulding's recent translation, which 
reads like a novel, or Frank Sheed's 
classic translation. Though he lived 
and wrote 17 centuries ago, the 
spiritual seeker of our time will discern 
in Augustine's story the contours and 
trajectories of his own. Or read the 
"Rule of St. Benedict," especially the 
section on the twelve degrees of 
humility. If you dare, follow "St. 
Ignatius' Spiritual Exercises," 
preferably under the direction of a 
good guide (who doesn't have the 
coronavirus!). If these texts and 
practices seem too dated, spend your 
quiet time with Thomas Merton's 
splendid autobiography "The Seven 
Storey Mountain," which, in compelling 
prose, tells the story of the 20th-
century author's journey from self-
absorbed worldling to Trappist monk. 

And of course, pray. When Merton 
was once asked what is the most 
important thing a person could do to 
improve her prayer life, he replied, 
"Take the time." Well, now we have 
more time. Do a Holy Hour every day 
or every other day. Dust off your 
rosary, which I think is one of the 
most sublime prayers in the Catholic 
tradition. When we pray it well, we 
meditate on the mysteries of Christ; 
we call to mind, fifty times, the 
inevitability our own passing ("now 
and at the hour of our death"); and 
we entrust ourselves to the most 
powerful intercessor on earth or in 
heaven. Not a bad way to spend 
twenty minutes. Take the time at the 
end of the day to examine your 
conscience -- and not in a cursory 
manner. Do it carefully, prayerfully, 
honestly. Ask yourself how many 
times in the course of the day you 
missed an opportunity to show love, 
how many times you did not respond 
to a grace, how often you fell into a 
habitual sin. 
 
Now that we're being asked to keep a 
certain distance from our fellow 
human beings, embrace the solitude 
and silence in a spiritually alert way. 
Go for that long walk on the beach, 
across the fields, up in the hills -- 
wherever you like to go to be alone. 
And just talk to God. Ask him what he 
wants you to do. Pray for your kids or 
your parents or your friends who 
might be struggling. Tell him how 
much you love him and how you want 
greater intimacy with him. And please 
put away the iPhones! Open your 
eyes, lift up your heads, and take in 
the beauty of God's creation and 
thank him for it. 
 
If Pascal is right, many of our deepest 
problems can be solved by sitting, 
with spiritual attention, alone in a 
room. Perhaps through God's strange 
providence, the quarantine we're 
enduring might be our chance. 
 
- Bishop Robert Barron is the founder 
of the global ministry, Word on Fire, 
and is an Auxiliary Bishop in the 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles.  



WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES  

Readings for the week  
Sunday:            Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [7]/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45  
Monday:            Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [4ab]/Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday:       Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday:  Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56/Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday:         Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [8a]/Jn 8:51-59 
Friday:            Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 [cf. 7]/Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday:       Ez 37:21-28/Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 [cf. 10d]/Jn 11:45-56 
Next Sunday:   Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 [2a]/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14—27:66 or 27:11-54 

 
Observances for the week  

Sunday:           5th Sunday of Lent 
Wednesday: April Fools’ Day 
Thursday:      St. Francis of Paola, Hermit  
Saturday:      St. Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
Next Sunday: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

 
Magnificat is offering free digital subscriptions to all during this challenging time.  

Check out us.magnificat.net/free to sign up.  

ST. LUCY PARISH 
SATURDAY, MARCH 28 
4:00 pm    Michelangelo Iuvara and  
                 Salvatore, Maria and Silvana Campailla  
SUNDAY, MARCH 29 
9:00 am    Angela Iannuccilli   
11:00 am  Walter Charles 
                 Pasquale Petralia  
                 Marie Hajjar  
                 Salvatore, Rose, and Lucy Sapuppo 
                 Jocelyne Scrofano 
                 Catherine Byron  
                 Victor Nunez and Daves Nunez  
MONDAY, MARCH 30 
8:00 am    Anthony Calderone and Gil Fontaine   
TUESDAY, MARCH 31 
8:00 am    Stanley and Josephine Faucher   
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 
8:00 am    Ryan Matthew Thistle  
SATURDAY, APRIL 4 
4:00 pm    People of St. Lucy & St. Monica Parishes 
SUNDAY, APRIL 5 
9:00 am    Deceased members of the BVM Sodality   
11:00 am  Michael Kenny Jr., Deceased members of the  
                 Reitano Family, Tom Igneti, and Tony Liguori 
                 John Fitzpatrick 
                 Sally Bradley  
                 Giuseppina Cunsolo  

THESE INTENTIONS WILL BE OFFERED AT THE PRIVATE MASSES SAID BY 
OUR PRIESTS. THESE MASS TIMES ARE NOT AVAILABLE PUBLICLY.  

ST. MONICA PARISH 
SATURDAY, MARCH 28 
8:00 am     Joseph O’Neil  
4:00 pm     People of St. Monica &  
                  St. Lucy Parishes  
SUNDAY, MARCH 29 
7:30 am      
9:30 am     Nancy Tardif  
                  Deceased members of the  
                  Chouinard Family  
                  Leo Croteau  
11:30 am   Maurice, Helen, and  
                  Maurice Jr. Lariviere   
THURSDAY, APRIL 2 
8:15 am     Christine Ferguson   
FRIDAY, APRIL 3 
8:15 am      
SATURDAY, APRIL 4 
8:00 am     First Saturday Mass  
4:00 pm     Thomas & Dorothy Bresnahan   
SUNDAY, APRIL 5 
7:30 am      
9:30 am     Thomas Conley  
                  Deceased members of the  
                  Chouinard Family  
11:30 am   Richard Curtis  
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Parish Offices: 254 Merrimack Street, Methuen 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday 8:30am - 4:30pm 
St. Monica School: 212 Lawrence St., Methuen  

 
Parish Offices: (978) 683-1193 or (978) 686-3311 

St. Monica School: (978) 686-1801   
St. Vincent de Paul Society: (978) 686 - 9573 

 
Parishes: methuencatholic@gmail.com   
School: smsoffice@methuencatholic.org  
 
methuencatholic.org         stmonicalucymethuen       
 
facebook.com/methuencatholic/ 

STAFF 
 
Fr. Darin Colarusso          Pastor 
Fr. Joseph D’Onofrio        Parochial Vicar            
Deacon John Pierce         Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John Kobrenski  Permanent Deacon 
Kera Mansour               Business Manager 
Carolyn Leocata               Administrative Assistant 
Isabela Peixoto                Communications Associate 
Donna Henderson          St. Monica School Principal  
Sharon Tully                      St. Monica School Administrative Assistant 
Karl Jackson       Director of Faith Formation  
Eric Berthiaume               Music Director - St. Monica     
Sharon Waning                Choir Director/Lead Cantor - St. Lucy 
Dan Bolster                       Weekend Organist - St. Lucy 
Kevin Fitzgerald               Facilities Manager (St. Lucy) & RCIA Coordinator 

     BULLETIN DEADLINE Mondays @ 10 am. Please email all bulletin notices to methuencatholicnews@gmail.com 

BAPTISMS  Please call the parish office. St. Monica: 2nd Sun. of the month @ 1pm | St. Lucy: 3rd Sun. of the Month @ 1pm 

     MARRIAGES  Please call the Parish Offices at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date and before booking a reception hall. 

Roses for Life for this week  
Theresa A. Rickley  

Sanctuary Candle for April 
St. Monica Parish:  Richard Curtis   

St. Lucy Parish:  Theresa A. Rickley  
 

Altar Bread for April 
St. Monica Parish:  Richard Curtis   
St. Lucy Parish:  Louise N. Salmi   

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week 
Park Hill Real Estate  

(978) 376 - 7309 or (978) 790 - 6826  
FreitasRealtyTeam.com  

Please pray for our priests/seminarians/vocations daily. 
Pick up a Pray for Our Priests calendar and a seminarian 
prayer card at the back of the church or just use this list 
each day. Our priests and seminarians need our prayers 
and we should be praying for vocations! 

Please pray for Linda Buonanno and Guy Labrie 
whose Funeral Masses were recently celebrated at our 
parishes. May their soul and the souls of all our faithful 
departed rest in peace. 

New way to register: 

1. Visit FORMED.org 
2. Click Sign Up 

3. Select “I Belong to a Parish or Organization” 
4. Find our parishes by name, zip, or our access code 

(9772VM) 

5. Enter your email - and you’re in! 
 
We encourage you to extend an invitation to family and friends. 

After you register, please email Bonnie Doherty at 

bonnieocds@gmail.com. If you have any questions, please 
contact Bonnie at (978) 270 - 3366 or at the email above.  

IN LOVING MEMORY 

PRAYER CORNER 



For Advertising call 617-779-3771	 Pilot Bulletins	 Saint Monica, Methuen, MA	 901

24/7 Towing & Recovery 
www.RGATIRE.com

(603) 898-9077 
(603) 505-7671

978-674-7035
217 Merrimack St., Methuen

Monument Sales  •  Cemetery Lettering

    C
Colizzi 

Memorials, Inc.

Certified Nursing Assistant & 
Home Health Aide - CNA, HHA

Looking to take care of your loved oneLooking to take care of your loved one
Call Maureen @ 978-685-1916  Leave a message. 

12 yrs of experience | Excellent References 
$15/hour  Mon - Thu  | days, evenings  and overnight

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your 

FAITH ON A 

JOURNEY
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 
Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes •  Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, A walking journey for the soul

Mass is included with all of our tours!

Master of Arts in Ministry

Master of Theological Studies
Education & Formation of Laity, Religious and Deacons 

for Service to Christ in the Church and in the World

Saint John’s Seminary
B O S T O N ,  M A S S A C H U S E T T S

1 8 8 4

Informational Open House 
for Prospective Students
Thursday, March 26, 2020, 7:00 p.m.

Pastoral Center
66 Brooks Drive, Braintree

For more information: 
contact@sjs.edu | 617-779-4104
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978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery
300 Merrimack St. • Methuen

Kenneth H. Pollard 
Funeral Home, Inc.

233 Lawrence St., Methuen

978-687-7300

our Family 
Helping Your Family

pollardfuneralhome.com

Dick’s
& APPLIANCES

SALES & SERVICE

TV

284 Main Street - Rte 97
Salem NH 03079
Rick Dube
978-683-9000

480 Jackson St.
Methuen, MA 01844
978-686-3906
CedarViewRehab.com

A New & Proud Member of 
MARQUIS HEALTH SERVICES

RATED 4 STARS BY THE CMS

BANKRUPTCY • REAL ESTATE 
ESTATE PLANNING • PERSONAL INJURY

 www.zannipescelaw.com
Free Consultation | 978-557-9700

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 

YOU BREAK IT, WE FIX IT ANY TYPE 
OF ELECTRONICS EQUIPMENT
2 Charles St. / Methuen / MA 01844

978.747.4154
978.686.1440

FreitasRealtyTeam.com
Office locations in Lowell, Milford 

North Andover & Cambridge
Joe Freitas, 978-790-6826 
Joe@JFreitasRealty.com

Sandra Freitas, 978-376-7309 
sandrafreitas613@gmail.com

DiFruscia
Law Offices

Call us Today 978-687-1777

Serving Clients in Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire for 50 years

www.difruscialaw.com

Personal Injury
Family Law

Estate Planning 
Criminal Defense

Workman’s 
Comp

150 Water St., Haverhill 
978-374-0707

Acute Care • Rehabilitation Services

Licensed by Department of Public Health for 
Alzheimers Memory Care

Long Term Care

A Catholic Healthcare Center

978.686.3838

123braces.com

Merrimack Valley
Orthodontics
Joseph P. Giordano, DMD 

Samantha R. Bogle, DMD 

100 Amesbury St., Lawrence, MA 01840

Complimentary 
Exam

Doctors Center   - 

Beautiful, Healthy Smiles for Children, Teens & Adults

SSpprriinngg  LLaawwnn  CCaarree  SSeerrvviiccee
Leaf Cleanup, Lawn Prep, Cuts
Pruning, Dethatching, Edging

Hedge Trimming, Laying Mulch

Methuen Area 
Call Alex 
Parishioner 

978-557-1029

Certified Nursing Assistant 
& Home Health Aide - CNA, HHA

Looking to 
take care of
your loved 

one

Call Maureen @ 978-685-1916  Leave a message. 
12 years of experience | Excellent References 
$15/hour  Mon - Thu  | days, evenings  and overnight

Certified Nursing Assistant & 
Home Health Aide - CNA, HHA

Looking to take care of your loved oneLooking to take care of your loved one
Call Maureen @ 978-685-1916  Leave a message. 

12 yrs of experience | Excellent References 
$15/hour  Mon - Thu  | days, evenings  and overnight

- Backhoe & Dump Truck Service, Spring Clean-Ups -
Weekly Lawn Maintenance • Walls • Walkways • Drainage

Call Parishioner Frank Gallo
Free Estimates

F. Gallo Lawn & Construction

(978) 687-3113 Fully Insured

Healthier Priests.  
Stronger Communities.
The strength of our communities  

depends on the well-being of our priests  
who tirelessly serve others.

Please support our priests at clergytrust.org
Clergy Health and Retirement Trust is an independently managed 
trust for the care of active and senior priests in good standing.
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“Be a Servant” Matthew 20:26

FAST CASH FOR YOUR HOME
Any Size Big Or Small | Any Condition We Buy Them All

✔ House Needs Repairs
✔ No Home Inspection
✔  Close In as Few as 5 Days

781-819-5100 | www.GarmourGroup.com

✔ Downsizing
✔ Life Transition
✔ Inherited Property

As Seen OnCall NOW for a  
FREE Evaluation 

of Your Home

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your 

FAITH ON A 

JOURNEY
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 
Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes •  Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, A walking journey for the soul

Mass is included with all of our tours!

Master of Arts in Ministry

Master of Theological Studies
Education & Formation of Laity, Religious and Deacons 

for Service to Christ in the Church and in the World

Saint John’s Seminary
B O S T O N ,  M A S S A C H U S E T T S

1 8 8 4

Informational Open House 
for Prospective Students
Thursday, March 26, 2020, 7:00 p.m.

Pastoral Center
66 Brooks Drive, Braintree

For more information: 
contact@sjs.edu | 617-779-4104

Fr. John Unni
PASTOR

Saint Cecilia Parish, Boston
Associate Fire Chaplain 

Boston Fire Department

BOARD MEMBER

Pine Street Inn

Healthier Priests. 
Stronger Communities.

The strength of our communities depends on the  
well-being of our priests who tirelessly serve others.

Please support our priests at clergytrust.org
Clergy Health and Retirement Trust is an independently managed trust for the care of active and 
senior priests in good standing.
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978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery
300 Merrimack St. • Methuen

978-674-7035
217 Merrimack St., Methuen

Monument Sales  •  Cemetery Lettering

    C
Colizzi 

Memorials, Inc.

BILL DELUCA’S WOODWORTH CHEVROLET CADILLAC 978-475-6200 ANDOVER, MA
BILL DELUCA CHEVROLET BUICK GMC 978-373-7700 HAVERHILL, MA
BILL DELUCA CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE RAM 978-373-9500 HAVERHILL, MA

BILL DELUCA FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS
WWW.BILLDELUCA.COM BILL DELUCA CHEVROLET BUICK GMC 978-373-7700 HAVERHILL, MA

BILL DELUCA CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE RAM 978-373-9500 HAVERHILL, MA

Kenneth H. Pollard 
Funeral Home, Inc.

233 Lawrence St., Methuen

978-687-7300

our Family 
Helping Your Family

pollardfuneralhome.com

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 

Cunsolo Construction Corp. 

Mass License: CS-056492
Office: 978-689-9129
12 Palmer Street., Methuen, MA

acunsolocorp@yahoo.com
cunsolocorpma.net

Since 1962

Commercial Paving • Residential Paving 
Curb Installation • Concrete Placement 

Custom Masonry • Drainage Work 
Custom Building

Michael Arserio 
978-494-3424 

oakforestlandscapes@gmail.com 

• Spring & Fall Clean Ups 
• Weekly Lawn Moving
• Mulching & Edging 
• Overseeding & Aeration
• Retaining Walls

• Walkways & Patios 
• Seed & Sod Lawns
• Annuals & Perrenials 
• Planting
• Shrub Pruning

 Over 30 Years Experience Servicing the Merrimack Valley

BANKRUPTCY • REAL ESTATE 
ESTATE PLANNING • PERSONAL INJURY

 www.zannipescelaw.com
Free Consultation | 978-557-9700 

St. Lucy Parishioners | 235 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA

150 Water St., Haverhill 
978-374-0707

Acute Care • Rehabilitation Services

Licensed by Department of Public Health for 
Alzheimers Memory Care

Long Term Care

A Catholic Healthcare Center

SSpprriinngg  LLaawwnn  CCaarree  SSeerrvviiccee
Leaf Cleanup, Lawn Prep, Cuts
Pruning, Dethatching, Edging

Hedge Trimming, Laying Mulch

Methuen Area 
Call Alex 
Parishioner 

978-557-1029

PLEASANT VALLEY GARDENS
Join Our CSA Program

Fresh Vegetables Every Week

978-682-9563
255 Merrimack Street • Methuen

www.pleasantvalleygardens.com

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771


