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New Protocols for Gathering and Worship  

from the Archdiocese of Boston 

As of May 29, 2021, vaccinated people are no longer required to wear masks or 
socially distance for worship or other parish activities. The state does advise non-
vaccinated people to continue wearing masks. 

We trust every parishioner and every family to make a sound, reasonable decision about whether to 
continue wearing a mask for worship and maintain social distancing. Parishes will not be enforcing any 
protocols regarding the status of parishioners’ vaccinations, mask-wearing, social distancing, or 
movement within the church.  You will notice that the blue tape has been removed from the pews. At 
the same time, for those who would like to use them, FFP2 face masks (for the protection of the wearer 
from aerosol particulates ) are available at the entrance of the churches. 

Important Notes 
• The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains dispensed for the sake of those who remain 

cautious about gathering in large groups.  
• We continue to record the Mass each week and make it available on our Youtube channel. 
• There is no longer a distinct set of protocols for parishes in “red zones.”  
• We plan to continue to disinfect the churches regularly. 
• Congregational singing is allowed. 
• Liturgical Ministers (altar servers, lectors, extraordinary ministers of holy communion) will be 

retrained and return to ministry sometime this summer.  
• For the time being, the use of the main entrances and a single collection basket will be 

maintained. 
• Those distributing Holy Communion will continue to wear masks and disinfect their hands prior 

to Communion. They will not pause in the middle of distribution to disinfect their hands.  
• Communion under both species is not permitted at this time.  
• This past year’s protocols regarding the use of confessionals are rescinded. The wearing of a 

mask and disinfecting the kneeler and chair is at the discretion of the penitent.  
• Group activities may resume including the serving of refreshments. However, as before, all 

events must be scheduled, and protocols are still to be determined for the use of parish spaces, 
in particular with regard to disinfecting the space after use.  

 
In closing, all parishioners should respect the decision of others to wear or not to wear a mask and 
socially distance during worship and other activities.  Further, as we resume other aspects of our 
worship, this is an opportunity to align our practices to the intentions of the Church.  For example, 
extraordinary ministers will only depart from Mass to bring Holy Communion to the homebound.  Also, 
the sign of peace is intended as a subdued and reverent gesture of peace offered to one’s immediate 
neighbor.   
 
Let us give thanks to God that this time has finally come. Thank you to all who volunteered in the 
innumerable ways that allowed our parishes to function during this very difficult time! 


