
FEBRUARY 21, 2021 

DAILY MASS   MON/TUE/THURS/FRI  9 am St. Lucy   FIRST SATURDAY  9 am St. Monica   
WEEKEND  SAT  4 pm (Vigil) both parishes    SUN  9 and 11 am St. Monica,  10 am St. Lucy 

 
Renew, Rebuild, and Reach Out: Disciples in Heartfelt Communion with Jesus Christ  

   ST. MONICA PARISH     
   212 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA 

ST. LUCY PARISH 
254 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA 



From Father Joe's 
Desk   
 
    As we have begun the 
season of Lent in this year of Our 
Lord, 2021, God reminds us again 
in the cycle of the Church 
seasons of our continual need to 
turn back to Him with our whole 
hearts.  Consider first God’s call 
to Israel through the prophet 
Joel many centuries before Jesus 
lived, died, and rose again: 
“Return to me with your whole 
heart, with fasting, weeping, and 
mourning.  Rend your hearts, not 
your garments, and return to the 
LORD, your God, for He is 
gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, abounding in steadfast 
love, and relenting in 
punishment”  (Joel 2:12-13).   
 
     Compare that invitation to 
one offered more recently in the 
20th century (circa 1930s):   
“I am Love and Mercy itself. 
When a soul approaches Me with 
trust, I fill it with such an 
abundance of graces that it 
cannot contain them within 
itself, but radiates them to other 
souls” (Diary, Saint Faustina, 
1074).  Is it not the same kind of 
invitation seemingly offered to 
the same kind of people, people 
who have strayed and are yet 
mercifully called back?   
 
      Another example comes to us 
from God through the Prophet 
Isaiah, who was given to Israel in 
a time of exile.  Here again is a 
stern yet merciful call from God 
our loving Father to His wayward 
children who need a word of 
hope in the midst of seeming 
hopelessness:  “Come now, let us 
set things right, says the LORD: 
Though your sins be like scarlet, 
they may become white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, 
they may become white as 
wool” (Isaiah 1:16-18).  Consider 
the words of Isaiah in the light of 
the First Letter of Saint Paul to 
the Corinthians (circa 1st 

Century):  “What eye has not 
seen, and ear has not heard, 
and what has not entered the 
human heart, what God has 
prepared for those who love 
Him, this God has revealed to 
us through the Spirit”  
(1Cor2:9).   
 
         Now compare Isaiah and 
Saint Paul to another 
invitation from our 20th 

century mystic:  “Let no soul 
fear to draw near to Me, even 
though its sins be as 
scarlet.  My mercy is so great 
that no mind, be it of man or 
of angel, will be able to 
fathom it throughout all 
eternity” (Diary, Saint 
Faustina, 699).  It seems that 
each lends credibility to the 
other and points to the 
consistent invitation of God to 
His wayward children.  Saint 
Paul would have had access 
to the writings of the 
prophets and Saint Faustina 
may have read the Bible in its 
entirety.  Yet, we know that 
Sister Faustina was only 
educated through the third 
grade.  Her deep theological 
understanding comes from 
Jesus Himself as recorded in 
her diary.  The point is that 
God has been calling His 
people back ever since Adam 
and Eve took that first bite. 
 
        A classic hymn speaks of 
God’s invitation to us today 
and always:  “Come back to 
Me with all your heart, don't 
let fear keep us 
apart.  Integrity and justice, 
with tenderness, you shall 
know.  Trees do bend, though 
straight and tall, so must 
we…  Long have I waited for 
your coming home to Me and 
living deeply our new 
lives.”  Note the lyrics are 
slightly rearranged to 
emphasize the point.  Yet, the 
point nonetheless remains 
and endures, from our altars 
as from the Altar of the 
Cross.  God bless you. 



Our Knights of 
Columbus Council 
14725 has teamed up 
with Tiny Saints® for a 
contact-free, online 
fundraiser! 
 
Until next Sunday, when 
you shop online at Tiny 
Saints, 25% of your order 

will go to our fundraiser. All you need to do is 
select our organization name from the 
dropdown menu at www.tinysaints.com 
(Knights of Columbus Council 14725 – Methuen, 
MA). 
 
Tiny Saints® sells colorful and vibrant charms, 
rosaries, plushies, board books and lanyards, all 
themed around the saints. At $5-15, Tiny Saints® 
products make fun, affordable gifts and offer 
something for everyone. 
 
Funds raised will be used to continue our 
charitable support of the parish community. 
Thank you for your support and may God Bless 
you. 

CONNECT, GROW, & SERVE                                                 FEBRUARY 21, 2021 

We are hosting a 

Virtual Baby Bottle 
Campaign to raise 
funds for the Pregnancy 
Care Center.   
 
Please visit 
pccfriends.org to fill a 
virtual baby bottle or 
make a check payable to 
PCC and mail to 158 
Mammoth Rd., Lowell, 
MA 01845. Please note 
our church name on the 

check. Thank you in advance for your generous 
contribution! 
 
The Pregnancy Care Center (PCC) offers, loving, 
confidential support to those facing an unplanned 
pregnancy. The goal of the PCC is to journey 
alongside women to let them know they are not 
alone. Additionally, they provide sexual integrity 
education, post abortion counseling and material 
assistance (baby items, food, etc.). The services are 
free, thanks to support from individuals and local 
churches. The PCC has locations in Haverhill, 
Lawrence and Lowell. 

Our Knights of 

CO C , G O , & S ,

We are hosting a 

Vi t l B b B ttl



YES I CAN PROGRAM  
We are in need of soups, cereal, rice, 
mashed potatoes,  canned beans, 
canned fruits, and jelly.  

 
We have placed food collection baskets in both 
churches. You may also drop off food at the side 
door of Gethsemane Chapel during the week, but 
please do not leave food donations at the main 
door or entranceway of the chapel. Thank you for 
your generosity! 

ST. MONICA SCHOOL                                                                       FEBRUARY 21, 2021 

Observances for this week  
Sunday:            1st Sunday of Lent 
Monday:      The Chair of St. Peter the  
                          Apostle 
Tuesday:      St. Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr  
Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Lent 

CONNECT, GROW, & SERVE                                                 FEBRUARY 21, 2021 
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WORSHIP 5 FEBRUARY 21, 2021 

ST. MONICA PARISH 
 

Saturday, February 20 
4:00pm      Don Lavigne & Yvette Moran 
 
Sunday, February 21 
9:00am      Multiple Intentions 
                    Elizabeth Chojnowska 
                    Frank Wholley 
                    Kirk Patrick Walsh 
11:00am      Mary Fairbanks 
 
Saturday, February 27 
4:00pm      Laurie Jackson 
 
Sunday, February 28 
9:00am      Multiple Intentions 
                    Nancy Tardif 
                    Rose Kay 
11:00am      Gratien Michaud 

ST. LUCY PARISH  
Saturday, February 20 
4:00pm      Mattia, Gerardo, & Vincenzo Minicucci 
 
Sunday, February 21 
10:00am     Multiple Intentions 
                    Joseph S. Augeri 
                    Frank Wholley  
 
Monday, February 22 
9:00am      Manny Gianni & Christine Gianni Eldridge 
 
Tuesday, February 23 
9:00am      Living Intentions 
                    Theresa Jackson 
                    Elizabeth, Joseph, and Marilyn Mugavero 
                    Sarah Wilkens 
                    John Wilkens 
                    Pam Bryant 
 
Thursday, February 25 
9:00am      Stephen Bellingreri 
 
Friday, February 26 
9:00am      Holy Souls in Purgatory 
 
Saturday, February 27 
4:00pm      Manuel Melo 
 
Sunday, February 28 
10:00am    Multiple Intentions 
                    Susan Harrington  
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Parish Offices: 254 Merrimack Street, Methuen 
Of ce Hours:  Monday - Friday 8:30am - 4:30pm 
St. Monica School: 212 Lawrence St., Methuen  

 
Parish Offices: (978) 683-1193 or (978) 686-3311 
St. Monica School: (978) 686-1801  
St. Vincent de Paul Society: (978) 686 - 9573 
 
Parishes: methuencatholic@gmail.com   
School: smsoffice@methuencatholic.org  

 
 methuencatholic.org      
    
 stmonicalucymethuen                         
 
facebook.com/methuencatholic/         YouTube 
  

     BULLETIN DEADLINE Mondays @ 10 am. Please email all bulletin notices to methuencatholicnews@gmail.com 

BAPTISMS  Please call the parish office. St. Monica: 2nd Sun. of the month @ 1pm | St. Lucy: 3rd Sun. of the Month @ 1pm 

      MARRIAGES  Please call the Parish Offices at least six months prior to the proposed wedding date and before booking a reception hall. 

 
STAFF 
 
Fr. Darin Colarusso          Pastor 
Fr. Joseph D’Onofrio       Parochial Vicar            
Deacon John Pierce     Permanent Deacon 
Deacon John Kobrenski  Permanent Deacon 
Kera Mansour                  Business Manager 
Isabela Peixoto                 Communications Associate 
Donna Henderson            St. Monica School Principal  
Sharon Tully                  St. Monica School Administrative Assistant 
Karl Jackson            Director of Mission and Formation  
Eric Berthiaume                Music Director - St. Monica     
Sharon Waning                 Choir Director/Lead Cantor - St. Lucy 
Kevin Fitzgerald        Facilities Manager (St. Lucy)/RCIA Coordinator         

IN LOVING MEMORY 
Roses for Life for this week 
Theresa A. Rickley  

BULLETIN SPONSOR OF THE WEEK 
Piro's Bakery��pirosbakery.com 
300 Merrimack St, Methuen | (978) 686-1872 

PRAYER CORNER 
Please pray for Rosemary Lahage,  Sara Thornhill, 
Robyn Hurst, Kate Boyko, John Wilkens, and 
Sarah Wilkens.  

Please pray for Helena Berthold and Michael 
Duchnowski whose Funeral Masses were 
recently celebrated at St. Monica’s. May their 
soul and the souls of all our faithful departed 
rest in peace. 

Please pray for our priests, seminarians, and 
vocations daily. Pick up a Pray for Our Priests 
calendar and a seminarian prayer card at the 
back of the church or use this list each day.  
Our priests and seminarians need our prayers! 

Readings for this week  
Sunday:             Gn 9:8-15/Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [cf.  
                             10]/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15 
Monday:             1 Pt 5:1-4/Ps 23:1-3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/ 
                             Mt 16:13-19 
Tuesday:             Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18- 
                             19 [18b]/Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday:       Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19  
                             [19b]/Lk 11:29-32 
Thursday:       Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab,  
                             2cde-3, 7c-8 [3a]/Mt 7:7-12 
Friday:        Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a,  
                             7bc-8 [3]/Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday:       Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8 [1b]/  
                             Mt 5:43-48 
Next Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 116:10,  
                             15, 16-17, 18-19 [9]/Rom 8:31b-34/ 
                             Mk 9:2-10 

Day Date Priest Seminarian  

Sun 02/21 Msgr. Peter Conley Diego Valdez 

 

Mon 02/22 Pope Francis John Gonzalez 

Tue 02/23 Fr. John Healy Rafael Milla 

Wed 02/24 Fr. George Hines Gerson Garcia 

Thurs 02/25 Fr. Roger Jacques Aaron Arbizo 

Fri 02/26 Fr. Edward Gallagher Patrick O’Connor 

Sat 02/27 Fr. Robert Labrie Nathaniel Sanders 

 

 



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Monica, Methuen, MA 901

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8

Michael Arserio 
978-494-3424 

oakforestlandscapes@gmail.com 

• Spring & Fall Clean Ups 
• Weekly Lawn Moving
• Mulching & Edging 
• Overseeding & Aeration
• Retaining Walls

• Walkways & Patios 
• Seed & Sod Lawns
• Annuals & Perrenials 
• Planting
• Shrub Pruning

 Over 30 Years Experience Servicing the Merrimack Valley

197 Howe Street  |  Methuen, MA 01844  |  WoodsAtMerrimack.com 

Schedule your tour of our brand  
new community and ask about  

our move-in specials! 
(619) 210-0163

Brand New Luxury  
Senior Living Apartments

Now Touring  
By Appointment!

Proudly Announcing ZERO 

Confirmed Covid-19 Cases*

*At the time of placing this advertisement.  We cannot guarantee that there 
are not asymptomatic cases in residents or employees.

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship  
of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or  
email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your FAITH  
ON A JOURNEY

k
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Mass is included with all of our tours!

C h li CC i d TC l hid Th AA

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines 
of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 

Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe  
• Pilgrimage to Lourdes • Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, a walking journey for the soul

healthier priests. stronger communities.
The strength of our communities depends on the  

well-being of our priests who tirelessly serve others.  

donate at 
clergytrust.org

SCAN HERE for  
Venmo, Google/ 
Apple Pay, PayPal  
via Givebutter.

OR

FreitasRealtyTeam.com
Office locations in Lowell, Milford 

North Andover & Cambridge

Joe Freitas, 978-790-6826 
Joe@JFreitasRealty.com

Sandra Freitas, 978-376-7309 
sandrafreitas613@gmail.com

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED! 

BLOOD TYPE “O” 
POSITIVE

CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

DONOR FELL THROUGH!
SAVE A LIFE
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978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery

Kenneth H. Pollard 
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

233 Lawrence St., Methuen

978-687-7300

Our Family 
Helping Your Family

pollardfuneralhome.com

Dick’s
& APPLIANCES

SALES & SERVICE

TV

284 Main Street - Rte 97
Salem NH 03079
Rick Dube
978-683-9000

480 Jackson St.
Methuen, MA 01844
978-686-3906
CedarViewRehab.com

A New & Proud Member of 
MARQUIS HEALTH SERVICES

RATED 4 STARS BY THE CMS

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

 www.zannipescelaw.com
Free Consultation | 978-557-9700

DiFruscia
Law Offices

Call us Today 978-687-1777

Serving Clients in Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire for 50 years

www.difruscialaw.com

Personal Injury
Family Law

Estate Planning 
Criminal Defense

Workman’s 
Comp

Ensuring longer life expectancy with 
exceptional services and care

www.vinehomehealth.com 
978-770-2023 • 646-469-3545

WE ARE TAKING PATIENTS 
WITH COVID-19! 

• Physical/Occupational/Speech Therapy 
• Physical/Mental Assessments 
• Skilled Nursing & more!

SSpprriinngg  LLaawwnn  CCaarree  SSeerrvviiccee
Leaf Cleanup, Lawn Prep, Cuts
Pruning, Dethatching, Edging

Hedge Trimming, Laying Mulch

Methuen Area 
Call Alex 
Parishioner 

978-557-1029

Certified Nursing Assistant & 
Home Health Aide - CNA, HHA

Looking to take care of your loved oneLooking to take care of your loved one
Call Maureen @ 978-685-1916  Leave a message. 

12 yrs of experience | Excellent References 

$15/hour  Mon - Thu  | days, evenings  and overnight

- Backhoe & Dump Truck Service, Spring Clean-Ups -
Weekly Lawn Maintenance • Walls • Walkways • Drainage

Call Parishioner Frank Gallo
��������	
����

F. Gallo Lawn & Construction

�
������������� �������������

54 Cummings Park Dr., Suite 332,Woburn, Ma 01801
Phone: 781-281-2764 • Phone: (978) 242-4658

Email: contact@barodhomecare.com
www.barodhomecare.com

Certified Nursing Assistant & 
Home Health Aide - CNA, HHA

Looking to take care of your loved oneLooking to take care of your loved one
Call Maureen @ 978-685-1916  Leave a message. 

12 yrs of experience | Excellent References 

$15/hour  Mon - Thu  | days, evenings  and overnight

978-674-7035
217 Merrimack St., Methuen

    C
Colizzi 

Memorials, Inc.

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

24/7 Towing & Recovery 
www.RGATIRE.com

(603) 898-9077 
(603) 505-7671

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Lucy, Methuen, MA 900

healthier priests. stronger communities.
The strength of our communities depends on the  

well-being of our priests who tirelessly serve others.  

donate at 
clergytrust.org

SCAN HERE for  
Venmo, Google/ 
Apple Pay, PayPal  
via Givebutter.

OR

When patronizing our Sponsors 
Please let them know you saw them 

in the Church Bulletin.

Support your Community.

Patronize Our Sponsors

Buy 
Local

They make this Bulletin Possible

“Jesus Wept.”John 11:35 

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED! 

BLOOD TYPE “O” 
POSITIVE

CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

DONOR FELL THROUGH!
SAVE A LIFE

Ensuring longer life expectancy 
with exceptional services 

and care

WE ARE TAKING PATIENTS WITH COVID-19! 

• Physical/Occupational/ 
   Speech Therapy 
• Physical/Mental 
   Assessments 
• Medication Management 
• Nutrition/Diet Education
• Skilled Nursing & more!

www.vinehomehealth.com  • 646-469-3545 • 978-770-2023

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your 

FAITH ON A 

JOURNEY
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 
Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes •  Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, A walking journey for the soul

Mass is included with all of our tours!

l us ttoddday att 888600 339999 11778855

• Camino, A w
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978-686-1872
Fax: 978-686-1878

Piro’s Italian Bakery

978-674-7035
217 Merrimack St., Methuen

    C
Colizzi 

Memorials, Inc.

BILL DELUCA CHEVROLET CADILLAC 978-475-6200 ANDOVER, MA
BILL DELUCA CHEVROLET BUICK GMC 978-373-7700 HAVERHILL, MA
BILL DELUCA CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE RAM 978-373-9500 HAVERHILL, MA

BILL DELUCA FAMILY OF DEALERSHIPS
WWW.BILLDELUCA.COM DODGE RAM

BILL DELUCA CHEVROLET 
BILL DELUCA CHRYSLER J

Kenneth H. Pollard 
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

233 Lawrence St., Methuen

978-687-7300

Our Family 
Helping Your Family

pollardfuneralhome.com

Michael Arserio 
978-494-3424 

oakforestlandscapes@gmail.com 

• Spring & Fall Clean Ups 
• Weekly Lawn Moving
• Mulching & Edging 
• Overseeding & Aeration
• Retaining Walls

• Walkways & Patios 
• Seed & Sod Lawns
• Annuals & Perrenials 
• Planting
• Shrub Pruning

 Over 30 Years Experience Servicing the Merrimack Valley

BANKRUPTCY • REAL ESTATE 
ESTATE PLANNING • PERSONAL INJURY

 www.zannipescelaw.com
Free Consultation | 978-557-9700 

St. Lucy Parishioners | 235 Merrimack Street, Methuen, MA

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

SSpprriinngg  LLaawwnn  CCaarree  SSeerrvviiccee
Leaf Cleanup, Lawn Prep, Cuts
Pruning, Dethatching, Edging

Hedge Trimming, Laying Mulch

Methuen Area 
Call Alex 
Parishioner 

978-557-1029

PLEASANT VALLEY GARDENS
Join Our CSA Program

Fresh Vegetables Every Week

978-682-9563
255 Merrimack Street • Methuen

www.pleasantvalleygardens.com

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

FAST CASH FOR YOUR HOME
Any Size Big Or Small | Any Condition We Buy Them All

House Needs Repairs
No Home Inspection
Close In as Few as 5 Days

781-819-5100 | www.GarmourGroup.com

Downsizing
Life Transition
Inherited Property

As Seen OnCall NOW for a  
FREE Evaluation 

of Your Home

Stand Out
Color Advertising

617-779-3771


